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scenes, at an Indian payment, are enough to make one’s
heart bleed for the poor wretches who are too simple to
take care of themselves, and need a firm, wise friend as
badly as any lot of foolish boys ever did.

I have said that the Wisconsin Winnebagoes were none
of them even fair farmers. They are a race of hunters,
Even where they have houses upon their little reservations,
few of the habitations are regularly used. The Indians
prefer the wigwams which adorn every door-yard; espe-
cially is this the case in summer, when the house is scarcely
used at all. But the most of them are seldom at home. In
the spring they scratch up the ground a little with hoes —
very few of them use plows —plant their corn in a crude
fashion, and then go off into the woods, hunting and fish-
ing, until time to hoe the crop. This task over, they go off
until gathering time, and then are away for the most of
the winter until spring again. Here and there is a family
that has come to believe it is better to stay at home in
winter, and enjoy the comforts there, than to go tramping
off through the woods, with imminent danger of contract-
ing rheumatism and deadly colds. But such philosophers
are few.

The winter’s hunt usually commences early in October
and is kept up till the first of May. The families start out,
sometimes independently and sometimes in parties of five
or six lodges, following the game hither and thither. Some-
times there is established a large camp,—say from half a
dozen to ten families, — from which hunting parties are sent
out in different directions to beat the neighborhood for
game. These parties will be gone for a week or so, and
bring back their meat and skins. They are quite in-
dustrious in their hunting habits. and are fully as suc-
cessful as good white hunters would be under similar
conditions. In old days, when game was more plenty,
an Indian would ordinarily get the equivalent of at least
one hundred dollars for the product of his winter’s hunt;
but now the season usually nets him between fifty and
seventy-five dollars. There is one source of income that
the Indian hunters now have, that was unknown of old.



